
AP Environmental Sciences  

Summer Assignment List 

 

Hello everyone and welcome to AP Environmental Sciences! Together, we will use a scientific 

lens to learn about human environmental impacts, our local community, and how the two are 

related. This summer we have a few assignments to jump start our exciting and eventful year 

learning about the environment.  

 

Assignment 1: Nature Journal 

 

Description: You must spend 15 minutes per week outside making active observations. 

Afterwards, spend some time reflecting on what you saw, heard, smelled, and felt. Then, write, 

draw, type, or glue memorabilia from your experience to a journal page. By the end of the 

summer, you should have a completed journal with at least 8 journal entries, feel free to add 

more if you are so inspired. 

 

Assignment 2: Current Event 

 

Description: Every day there are many current events relating to environmental sciences in the 

media, choose one current event for this assignment. Your task is to read an article or watch a 

video clip about this current event related to environmental sciences (i.e. extinctions, 

deforestation, health scares, pollution, green energy, farming). Then, write a 1-page synopsis 

including what the event is, who it affects, when it happened/is happening, where it happened/is 

happening, and what we are doing about it (sadly, this may be nothing). 

 

 

I have attached a few examples of each assignment.  Do not forget to give yourself some time 

to enjoy yourself this summer.  

 

 

Sample Current Event 

 

 

Event Title: Flint Michigan Water Crisis 

 

Date: May 6, 2016 

 

Location: Flint, Michigan 

 

Who was affected:  

 

The residents of Flint, Michigan no longer have clean drinking water. Many government officials, 

including Governor Snyder, are being questioned about their involvement with the decision to 

switch from Detroit Water and Sewage Department to the Flint River. 

 

What happened:  

 



On December 14, 2015, Flint, Michigan declared a state of emergency because of reports 

showing high levels of lead in the city’s drinking water. The use of contaminated water comes 

from a decision made by city officials to switch water sources from Detroit Water and Sewage 

District to the Flint River. City officials chose to switch water sources in an effort to save the city 

money. Before Flint switched over to the Flint River, multiple water quality tests showed high 

levels of fecal bacteria that would be hazardous to citizens' health. Failure of officials to act, has 

resulted in many Flint residents being poisoned by their own tap water.  

 

What are we doing about it:  

 

Now, non-profit organizations and the federal government are offering assistance to Flint 

residents, and citizens of Flint have filed a lawsuit against local and state government officials 

for endangerment to their health. On May 4, President Obama visited Flint, Michigan to 

investigate the severity of the situation, and Mike Glasgow, a Flint city employee, reached a 

plea of no contest to willful neglect of duty. 

 

Source(s): 

 

“Flint Water Crisis Fast Facts.” CNN Library. May 5, 2016. Electronic article. May 10, 2016.  

<http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/04/us/flint-water-crisis-fast-facts/>. 

 

 

  

http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/04/us/flint-water-crisis-fast-facts/


Sample Journal Entries 

 

 

 


